October 2025

A note from Jenny
Jenny Pluhar, Executive Director, TXGLC

I am asking everyone to please take a close look
at our impact statement for Fiscal Year

2025. And I challenge you to find another Non-
Governmental Organization (NGO) who has the
power of the volunteer base and the ability to
reach land stewards that is anywhere
comparable to Texas Grazing Land Coalition. We spend federal dollars to
be sure, but we amplify that impact through our massive volunteer
efforts, acres we provide technical assistance on, audiences we talk to in
outreach programs. We impact the hearts and minds of grazing land
stewards as well as the general public.

Healthy ecosystems mean thriving and profitable ranching

operations. Which leads to strong rural communities and healthy people
both mentally and physically. Literally, what happens on your soil has far
reaching impacts. We have long touted our impacts on water supplies and
providing nutrient dense food and natural fiber. But just helping ranching
operations achieve healthy ecosystems does so much more. Mental health
receives a good deal of attention these days. I think we can all agree that
a financially stable ranching business that has sound succession, drought



https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/love-the-land/id1587766971
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=4144fb18-5e6b-4199-a3b4-6ca035173834

plans is going to encourage mentally healthy humans.

My point here is it all starts with the soil. The grass. The grazing

animals. The strategies that bring all this together. And TXGLC makes a
positive impact through our outreach and technical assistance.

Please consider taking a moment and sending this impact statement on to
your state and federal congressional representatives. They need to know

that their dollars allocated to us are put to good use and truly make a
difference!

PTXBLC wwwtexasglcaorg
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David Kitner honored by South Texas GLC

South Texas GLC honored David Kitner for his many years as

Chairman. David opened the ranch gates, provided the venue for many
workshops and most importantly was a shining example of making
regenerative grazing work on large acreages. He shared boundless
wisdom, always encouraging other ranchers to try something new and be
open to learning. Servando Leal has taken the reins from David and South
Texas GLC remains strong!

Workshops and more workshops!

In just the last few weeks, we have hosted workshops on everything from
succession planning to conservation planning, and soil health to grazing
management principles, and many things in between. In one short week,
we hosted more than 300 landowners, stewardship enthusiasts, and even
kids to learn about the stewardship of grazing lands.

There are several upcoming workshops listed in our calendar including
some hosted by regional coalitions as well as others hosted by SWCD’s,
purebred cattle associations, and others where we are presenting. Once
the hot summer temperatures moderate a bit in Texas, our groups take to
the field!




Kason Haby running a rainfall simulator demonstration for our recent workshop in
Laredo with South Texas GLC (above)




GLC chair Billy Griffin speaks with attendees at the annual Texas State

SWCD meeting about TXGLC (above)
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Post Oak Savannah chair Christine Martin spreading the word about good land

stewardship (above)
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Great turnout for the Cross Timbers GLC Generational Transition Conference at

Dixon Water Foundation (above)

We've taken PB4P online!

Are you looking to enhance your understanding of rangeland management

and sustainable practices? Make sure to ¢
course, "Principles B4 Practices"!

heck out our online



This self-paced course, developed by Texas Grazing Land Coalition, Texas
A&M AgrilLife Extension, and the Center for Grazinglands and Ranch
Management is designed to equip you with the foundational knowledge
and practical tools needed to effectively assess and care for your
rangeland. Among the presenters are ranchers who employ the techniques
you will learn and share their experiences with them.

What you'll gain from "Principles B4 Practices":

- Master the Six Soil Health Principles: Gain a deep understanding of the
core principles that drive healthy soil rangeland ecosystems.

- Effective Rangeland Assessment: Learn how to evaluate and monitor
your rangeland to make informed decisions and plan appropriate actions.
- Grazing Management Expertise: Discover and apply key grazing
management practices that align with soil health principles.

- Self-Paced Learning: Complete the course at your own convenience, in
approximately 1.5 hours.

Whether you're a seasoned rangeland manager or just starting your
journey, "Principles B4 Practices" will provide you with invaluable insights
to foster healthier, more productive rangeland.

This course is also available with Spanish captions. Ready to transform
your approach to rangeland stewardship?

@?;{7” VRN b :
tx. gl PBAP | 'TexasGrazingLand Coalition tha‘f equms\
' his geland stewards with essential knowl-

“edge in'soil health, rangéland assess"\

ﬂnent ,and grazing management practices

£ ]lroven tn stlpport resilient Iandscape%‘ N

; Avallahle m%uth Engllsh and Spamsh

\*

A]M Center for Grazinglands
and Ranch Management

JpTBLE

NaturaL Resources ervation Service Funding for this project is provided by the USDA NRCS Grazing Lands
i Conservation Initiative (GLCI) (NR237442XXXXC015)




PRINCIPIOS ANTES DE PRACTICAS
Uinen

ofliale chopus ido,
)( ag [PBAP ' tela Coalicion tfe*'Pas‘ﬁzaI‘Rde Texas, qh
ﬂ:rindaa los 4dministradores de pastizales
Iﬂ conocimiento esencial sobre salud del* >
“suel u, evaluacion de'pastizales y pr p“écﬂcas
e manejo de pastoreo tomprnbadas para-.
' apoyar paisajes resilientes. |
AEX%IE%*‘S%N Didpohible'en glés y Gopariol.

in Center for Grazinglands
and Ranch Management

JpTBLE

NamraL Resources Conservat}on Service Financiamiento para este proyecto proporcionado por la Iniciativa de
“ Conservacion de Pastizales (GLCI) de USDA NRCS (NR237442XXXXC015).

a EXAS A&M : RWFM-PU-372 10/2021

GRILIFE
EXTENSION

UNDERSTANDING NATIVE PERENNIAL GRASS GROWTH

Morgan L. Treadwell' and Rebecca D. Burson®

Photo by Karol D from Pexels

Morgan Treadwell, Co-Chair of our Technical Advisory Committee and
Deann Burson have authored a publication offered through Texas A&M
AgriLife that every rancher who raises any kind of livestock or wildlife in a
grazing situation should order and read. And then re-read!

Their informative publication details the process of how grasses grow and
what contributes to a strong and thriving grass plant. Grazing and other
disturbances are key to strengthening grass plants and stimulating them
to produce more tillers. What are tillers, you ask? The stuff you

need! Fresh leaves. Feed for your livestock or wildlife.

Grasses have bud banks beneath the soil surface that need disturbances
to stimulate them to producer more forage (tillers!). Grasses that are



subject to too much grazing pressure will weaken and be unable to
produce more forage. They are in survival mode. When times get tough,
like drought, they are at a disadvantage and may struggle and not even
survive. Conversely, grasses with no grazing activity develop dormant and
dead buds. The foliage becomes rank and no tillering activity is

present. An old range term for those kinds of grasses is “wolf plants.” And
just because things in the grazing world are complicated, some grasses
are more prone to becoming wolfy and some are more prone to
succumbing to grazing pressure and dying out of the landscape.

Click here to get your hands on this publication! Understanding and
observing your forage resource is critical to managing it for the maximum
benefits!

Six months - six grazing management principles

Sometimes you may ask, why do we focus so much on soil health and
grazing management principles? Because it is the foundation for healthy
rangelands, that's why! For the next six months, we will feature one
grazing management principle.

Graze optimally.



https://agrilife.org/westtexasrangelands/files/2023/03/understanding-native-perennial-grass-growth-1.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com

i ;zizifﬁrﬁ Eg? izg r ggg liéia iﬂzsgizrm E ;zzggz iéiiigfiﬁzii
i gﬂﬂé i : | :
DT
i
i

et
st oe
et

il
S
e

Are you in need of technical assistance?

Ryan Walser (Albany area) and Kason Haby (Hondo area) are now joined
by a new specialist, Shiner Webb (Abilene area, Resilient Ranch Project),
and are our Technical Assistance Specialists here at the Texas Grazing
Land Coalition. They have had full careers in rangeland and grazing




management and we are incredibly fortunate to have them on our team.
You will likely see them at some of our outreach events and they are
available to assist with conservation planning on your property. Their
contact information is listed here and at the bottom of the newsletter. If
you need technical assistance and do not live near them, please call us.
We also collaborate with Wildlife Habitat Federation in matching technical
assistance specialists to meet your unique needs. We can make
arrangements to help you make the most out of the land you love!

Kason Haby
Heritage Land Stewards
kasonhaby@gmail.com

830-486-6872

Ryan Walser
Clear Fork Land Solutions
clearforklandsolutions@gmail.com
830-486-6872
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Shiner Webb
Resilient Ranches Project

shiner@texasglc.org
806-334-1300



https://whf-texas.org
mailto:kasonhaby@gmail.com
mailto:clearforklandsolutions@gmail.com
mailto:shiner@texasglc.org

The answer is KNOW!

In order to speak the language, one must know the words. Similarly, on
rangelands knowing which plants are growing in your pastures and how to
manipulate them to meet your forage goals is crucial. Every month we will

explore a new plant in our newsletter.

Green sprangletop
Leptochloa dubia

Let's talk about a grass fairly common in West Texas. The TXGLC Board of
Directors is meeting in Alpine on October 22 and our two western most
coalitions are hosting ranch workshops later this month, so we'll mosey
out west for the plant this month.

Green sprangletop is a unique grass common in West Texas, South Texas
and the Edwards Plateau as well as West Central Texas. It can also be
found in the Panhandle and Southern Rolling Plains. “Sprangletop”
describes the seedhead perfectly. It has no orderly formation and is just
kind of, well, “sprangley.” It is fast growing, palatable to livestock, and
often included in seed mixes as it germinates fairly easily and provides
more immediate grass cover while the slower germinating natives come
on.

It has a unique characteristic that only grass nerds (you know who you
are!) probably will ever take the time to seek out. Some of the plants have
cleistogamous spikelets. Admittedly, my first exposure to that word was
on the Montana State University collegiate plant identification team




(football is not the only collegiate sport!). A plant mount on a competition
in Tulsa, OK had no seedhead. How was I supposed to know what it
was? Unbeknownst to me, it did have a seed. Just one. Tucked in under
the basal leaves. The leaf was peeled back and had I had even the
slightest idea a seed could exist there, I might have noticed and
accurately identified the plant. It is not a common thing and not all green
sprangletops have a cleistogamous seed. Suffice to say it was unique
enough that I remembered it and often look for such things when I find a
colony of green sprangletop. Aren't grasses just fascinating?

Green sprangletop is valuable in a pasture or along a roadside. A fun find
for grass nerds!

To learn more about this and other Texas range plants, visit Plants of
Texas Rangelands, Texas A&M Agrilife's virtual herbarium.

Being tough
sometimes
means asking

for help.

Stress
HELPLINE"

for Texas

£33 TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
5».,1'.?_:_.I'COMMISS|ONER SID MILLER

U.S. Drought Monitor
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U.S. Drought Monitor October 7, 2025

(Released Thursday, Oct. 9, 2025)

Texas Valid 8 a.m. EDT
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The Drought Monitor focu ses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
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Summary - Southern U.S.

Pockets of heavy rain, locally 3 inches or more, fell in western Tennessee
and adjacent northwest Mississippi and northeast Arkansas, in southwest
Mississippi and in southeast Louisiana this week. The heavy rain was
enough to improve overall conditions in much of western Tennessee,
northeast Arkansas and in southeast Louisiana, where a localized 2-
category improvement occurred. Parts of east-central and northeast
Mississippi were much drier this week, leading to an expansion of
moderate, severe and extreme drought. In these areas, precipitation
deficits grew and soil moisture and streamflow continued to drop. Short-
term dryness continued to intensify in south-central and west-central
Louisiana and across much of Texas and parts of Oklahoma, all of which
largely saw a mostly dry and warmer-than-normal week. Very dry weather
over the last month continued in parts of Oklahoma, especially from the
Oklahoma City area north and in southwest Oklahoma, where adverse
impacts to agriculture were reported. In central and southwest Texas,
recent dry weather compounded impacts from long-term dryness and
drought.

Click here to visit and view the U.S. Drought Monitor site.

Upcoming events and opportunities

Texas GLC events can be found in red.



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap.aspx

TSCRA San Angelo Ranch Gathering
San Angelo, TX | October 14, 2025
More information here.

TSCRA Fredericksburg Ranch Gathering
Fredericksburg, TX | October 16, 2025
More information here.

TSCRA Buffalo Gap Ranch Gathering
Buffalo Gap, TX | October 20, 2025
More information here.

Concho Valley GLC Principles B4 Practices Workshop
Barnhart, TX | October 21, 2025
More information here.

Trans-Pecos Grazing Land Coalition
Principles B4 Practices Workshop and Ranch Tour
Alpine, TX | October 22 (evening) - 23, 2025
More information here.

TSCRA Leonard Ranch Gathering
Leonard, TX | October 29, 2025
More information here.

Annual Atascosa County Ranch Tour & Range Clinic
Location TBA | October 30, 3035
More information here.

TSCRA Ranchers Leasing Workshop
Bryan, TX | October 30, 2025
More information here.

Cows and Critters Grazing Management Field Day
Paducah, TX | October 31, 2025
More information here.

TSCRA Floresville Ranch Gathering
Floresville, TX | November 5, 2025
More information here.

TSCRA Mercedes Ranch Gathering
Mercedes, TX | November 13, 2025
More information here.

Hill Country Cattlewomen's 2025 Women's Ranch Seminar
Fredericksburg, TX | November 13, 2025
More information here.

Restoring Land, Building Legacy



https://tscra.org/information/events/
https://tscra.org/information/events/
https://tscra.org/information/events/
https://files.constantcontact.com/aa0e4205901/e7b1e7a8-5a01-4b31-8bc4-2c95d6b0509f.pdf?rdr=true
https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/ereg/newreg.php?eventid=853868&
https://tscra.org/information/events/
https://www.pleasantonexpress.com/local-events/?_evDiscoveryPath=/event%2F3298769-2025-atascosa-county-fall-ranch-tour-range-clinic
https://tscra.org/information/events/
https://files.constantcontact.com/aa0e4205901/72e84517-1805-4598-8cec-7d83b448e659.pdf?rdr=true
https://tscra.org/information/events/
https://tscra.org/information/events/
https://hillcountrycattlewomen.org/

Rochelle, TX | November 14 - 15, 2025
More information here.

TSCRA Amarillo Ranch Gathering
Amarillo, TX | November 15, 2025
More information here.

Soil Health Through Drought and Flood Field Day
Devine, TX | November 22, 2025
More information here.

Beef Sustainability Summit
Dallas, TX | December 8 - 9, 2025
More information here.

NCBA CattleCon
New Orleans, LA | February 3 - 5, 2026
More information here.

Love the Land - A Texas GLC Podcast

Did you know Texas GLC has a podcast? It's called Love the Land, and you
can find it wherever you get your podcasts.

If you have never listened to or subscribed to a podcast, they're like an
on-demand radio show. Here's a "how to" tutorial:

1. Download a podcast app on your phone. If you have an iPhone,
there is already one downloaded on your phone.

2. Open app. Use the search tool to find specific podcasts like "Love the
Land" or categories like "agriculture."

3. Listen to a single podcast or subscribe and get new episodes added
to your library any time they are released.

4. Love the Land podcasts are 30-45 minutes.



https://files.constantcontact.com/aa0e4205901/17ffbea2-6242-4073-a54d-d61b7813a5ee.pdf?rdr=true
https://tscra.org/information/events/
https://files.constantcontact.com/aa0e4205901/3ed03ecf-5cde-4933-9428-c8358d4ae635.pdf?rdr=true
https://livestock-sustainability.com/summit/
https://convention.ncba.org/footer-menu/about-us
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/love-the-land/id1587766971
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CONNECT WITH TXGLC
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Texas Grazing Land Coalition

Executive Director
Jenny Pluhar | jenny.txglc@gmail.com | 806-679-8729

Design & Communications
Kim Peters | peters.kimgrace@gmail.com | 806-392-3262

Technical Assistance Co-Chairs
Dr. Morgan Treadwell | morgan.treadwell@ag.tamu.edu | 325-657-7317
Dr. Jeff Goodwin | jeff.goodwin@ag.tamu.edu | 979-845-5000

Technical Assistance Specialists
Kason Haby | kasonhaby@gmail.com | 830-486-6872
Ryan Walser | clearforklandsolutions@gmail.com | 432-230-2053
Shiner Webb | shiner@texasglc.org | 806-334-1300

Officers: Board Members:

Chair - Stephen Diebel Billy Griffin

Vice Chair - Garrett Kunz
Secretary - Lee Burton
Treasurer - Bob McCan
Past Chair - Gary Price
Past Chair - Rooter Brite

Hilary Knight
Cody Webb
Julie Mattox
Tim Edwards
Servando Leal
Matt Crow
Rob A. Brown
Christine Martin
Brad Campsey
Katie Hoskins

Texas Grazing Land Coalition | 106 S. Main St. | Victoria, TX 77902 US
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