A note from Jenny
Jenny Pluhar, Executive Director, TXGLC

| am not sure if we can rely upon that
Pennsylvania groundhog for weather predictions
any longer. Our six additional weeks of winter
simply is not materializing! Even the two legged
weather forecasters who have been predicting
the retreat of La Nina are not quite as sure as
they were earlier in the year.

Such is the life of a land steward. | hope that if you do not have a drought
plan (or more broadly a “contingency plan” encompassing any other type
of emergency), you will make that a priority. It can be as simple as having
identified which livestock to sell first in the event of drought, flood, wildfire,
change in labor availability, etc. Any decisions made prior to the stress of
any of these kinds of events will make the process easier. Hoping for rain
to alleviate drought, help speed recovery from a wildfire, etc is NOT a
plan. Save yourself and your team some stress and have a plan.

We have some great programming coming up in the months ahead,
starting with a Principles B4 Practices workshop March 13 at the Rocker B
Ranch near Barnhart, TX. The Rocker B has commonalities with far west
Texas as well as the west central Texas Hill Country. Seldom are the lines




between Major Land Resource Areas definitive. This workshop is hosted
by the Concho Valley Grazing Land Coalition. Our regional coalitions are
becoming critical to our ability to deliver technical assistance in
partnership with USDA-NRCS. The local leadership of each coalition has
an opportunity to craft programming and prioritize technical assistance
needs so that we are not all treated alike statewide. Certainly West Texas
has vastly different needs than Northeast Texas! If you are curious about
GLC and what we do, join us March 15 at the Rocker B.

| invite you once again to take a close look at our impact statement from
FY 2025. Share this with your local, state, and nationally elected

officials. We are a shining example of an NGO that is powered by
volunteers and working locally to deliver meaningful outreach and
technical assistance to land stewards across Texas. We run on a
shoestring budget, literally. But our production is anything but minimal. We
are a powerhouse and continuing to grow.

Remember, if grazing management was easy, they’d call it “rocket
science.”



https://files.constantcontact.com/aa0e4205901/424ad5ab-e451-42cc-8157-c674522d6e40.pdf?rdr=true
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We've taken PB4P online!

Are you looking to enhance your understanding of rangeland management
and sustainable practices? Make sure to check out our online
course, "Principles B4 Practices™!

This self-paced course, developed by Texas Grazing Land Coalition,
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, and the Center for Grazinglands and
Ranch Management is designed to equip you with the foundational




knowledge and practical tools needed to effectively assess and care for
your rangeland. Among the presenters are ranchers who employ the
techniques you will learn and share their experiences with them.

What you'll gain from "Principles B4 Practices":

-Master the Six Soil Health Principles: Gain a deep understanding of
the core principles that drive healthy soil rangeland ecosystems.

- Effective Rangeland Assessment: Learn how to evaluate and monitor
your rangeland to make informed decisions and plan appropriate actions.
- Grazing Management Expertise: Discover and apply key grazing
management practices that align with soil health principles.

- Self-Paced Learning: Complete the course at your own convenience, in
approximately 1.5 hours.

Whether you're a seasoned rangeland manager or just starting your
journey, "Principles B4 Practices" will provide you with invaluable insights
to foster healthier, more productive rangeland.

This course is also available with Spanish captions. Ready to transform
your approach to rangeland stewardship?
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It could be one of those years...

It is known that Broom Snakeweed, Gutierrezia sarothrae, can cause late
abortion in cattle. But it is seldom seen.

This year, dry as it is across much of Texas, is shaping up to be similar to
two other years | have witnessed this phenomenon. Both were dry winters
in the Texas Panhandle. Warm February, too warm. The first thing to
green up, especially on sandier sites, is the darned broom snakeweed.

One case was cattle native to the Panhandle. The other was a set fresh
from the greener pastures of the southeastern US. In both instances, dead
calves were taken to the Texas Vet Med Lab in Amarillo and no reason
could be isolated for cause of death. But a careful walk through the
pasture revealed the problem. The little bit of green on the broom
snakeweed had been grazed. Not just one or two snakeweeds. All of
them!

| hate to admit that | have 42 years of experience looking at rangelands in
the Panhandle as that makes me feel old! Clearly one has to have some
gray hair to have seen this more than once!

And this year is shaping up just like those years. The Texas wintergrass |
see is mowed off to the surface. That and the snakeweed are the only
things green up in these parts. | wish | could offer a neat solution. Walk
your pastures. If you see much green broom snakeweed and nothing else



green, consider getting livestock moved until later in the spring. Feeding
some hay might discourage cattle grazing on the snakeweed. As always,
our eyeballs are the most powerful tool we have in managing grazing
lands and developing strategies!

Broom snakeweed in greenup. Faded broom snakeweed.

Playa Lakes Joint Ventures wants to hear
from you!

We are reaching out on behalf of Playa Lakes Joint Venture (pljv.org), a
nonprofit organization dedicated to conserving grassland habitats for the
benefit of both people and wildlife.

PLJV has been working to develop communications to support brush
management on Texas grasslands. Now, they are refining these
communication messages to better reflect the perspectives of landowners
and managers.

If you own or manage rangeland in Texas, please complete their brief
survey at the link below. Your feedback on these messages will ensure
that communications are clear, supportive, and effective to encourage and
support brush management statewide.

Take the survey here: https://forms.gle/qgen7pnSTpgudPCT6
Prefer to take it in Spanish? https://forms.gle/iTkaReXvUKzjiR567

All responses to this survey are confidential and individual responses will
not be shared.



http://pljv.org/
https://forms.gle/qgen7pnSTpgu4PCT6
https://forms.gle/iTkaReXvUKzjiR567

Thank you for your time and your opinion! Together, we can protect Texas
grasslands for people and wildlife for years to come.

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM

YOU!

Are you a grassland owner or manager
in Texas? We want your opinion!

Are you in need of technical assistance?

Ryan Walser (Albany area) and Kason Haby (Hondo area) are now joined
by a new specialist, Shiner Webb (Abilene area, Resilient Ranch Project),
and are our Technical Assistance Specialists here at the Texas Grazing
Land Coalition. They have had full careers in rangeland and grazing
management and we are incredibly fortunate to have them on our team.
You will likely see them at some of our outreach events and they are
available to assist with conservation planning on your property. Their
contact information is listed here and at the bottom of the newsletter. If
you need technical assistance and do not live near them, please call us.
We also collaborate with Wildlife Habitat Federation in matching technical
assistance specialists to meet your unique needs. We can make
arrangements to help you make the most out of the land you love!

Kason Haby
Heritage Land Stewards
kasonhaby@gmail.com
830-486-6872



https://whf-texas.org/
mailto:kasonhaby@gmail.com

Ryan Walser
Clear Fork Land Solutions
clearforklandsolutions@gmail.com
830-486-6872

Shiner Webb
Resilient Ranches Project

shiner@texasglc.org
806-334-1300

The answer is KNOW!

In order to speak the language, one must know the words. Similarly, on
rangelands knowing which plants are growing in your pastures and how to
manipulate them to meet your forage goals is crucial. Every month we will

explore a new plant in our newsletter.
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Vine mesquite

Panicum obtusum

As if learning plants was not confusing enough (after all there are north of
5,000 species in Texas alone!), somehow we have managed to use
common names for some really common plants to describe both one of
the most common woody plant across much of the state, mesquite, for
one of the most valuable grasses in the state as well.

Vine mesquite is not a vine, either, but a grass that spreads readily
spreads by above ground “runners” or stolons. Confusion reigns!

Vine mesquite is one of the “good grasses.” A perennial, Panicum
obtusum, is worthy of our consideration as grazers. Seldom found where
continuous grazing pressure is excessive, we consider a stand of vine
mesquite as a positive sign of sound land stewardship. Recognizing, of
course, that we cannot judge the appropriateness of the grazing strategy
by the presence or absence of any single plant.

Vine mesquite is cool stuff. The seeds are often compared to little inflated
football shapes. The robust stolons are distinctive. The nodes along the
stolons are often 6-9 inches apart and they are very fuzzy. In fact, they
are so unique and recognizable, just a foot long piece of the stolon tells
you immediately what plant you have. My 4-H plant team could recognize
vine mesquite by a several inch piece of stolon with one fuzzy node. The
stolons grow aggressively and it is not unusual to find them many feet
long. My team would coil one up and toss it on the dash of the vehicle as
we traveled to plant identification contests as a reminder.

Where will you likely find this grass that is neither “vine” nor
“mesquite?” Although it occurs throughout much of Texas, it favors




depressions, riparian areas where some extra moisture may be held in the
soil. The seeds and foliage are valuable livestock and wildlife forage and
the plant hosts the Dotted-Roadside Skipper (a butterfly). It is good stuff!

To view these and other range plants of Texas, visit Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension's Plants of Texas Rangelands Virtual Herbarium.

U.S. Drought Monitor
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Summary - Southern U.S.

The southern High Plains endured a historic day of wind and wildfires on
February 17, when the Ranger Road Fire was ignited in Beaver County,
Oklahoma. The Ranger Road Fire soon scorched more than 280,000
acres of grass and brush, expanding into northwestern Harper County,
Oklahoma, and parts of three counties in southwestern Kansas.
Meanwhile, the Lavender Fire burned more than 18,000 acres northeast
of Vega, Texas, and reportedly destroyed at least 18 structures. On
February 17, the day of ignition, peak gusts included 73 mph in Lubbock,
Texas, and 67 mph in Guymon, Oklahoma. Due to deteriorating conditions
and diminishing topsoil moisture reserves, moderate drought (D1) was
broadly introduced across northern and western Oklahoma and the
northern panhandle of Texas. Farther east, gradually worsening drought
conditions were also observed from the western Gulf Coast region to the
Mississippi Delta, with several new areas of extreme drought (D3) being
introduced and others being expanded. Coverage of exceptional drought
(D4) increased slightly in southern Texas.

Click here to visit and view the U.S. Drought Monitor site.

Upcoming events and opportunities

Texas GLC events can be found in red.

Concho Valley GLC Principles B4 Practices
%DUQKDUWDUFK
More information here.

TSCRA Cattle Raisers Convention & Expo
Fort Worth, TX | March 27 - 29, 2026
More information here.

Northeast Texas GLC Pasture Walk
- RRGODQGSULO
More information here.

Texas A&M AgriLife Sonora Research Station 110th Anniversary
Sonora, TX | April 25, 2026
More information here.

Agri-Land Resources Workshop
Jourdanton, TX | April 30, 2026
More information here.

TWA WildLife Convention
San Antonio, TX | July 9 - 11, 2026
More information here.
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TSGRA Annual Convention
Fredericksburg, TX | July 16 - 17, 2026
More information here.

Southern Family Farmers & Food Systems Conference
San Marcos, TX | August 3 - 4, 2026
More information here.

National Grazing Land Coalition Bus Tour: Grazing the Heartland

Sioux Falls, SD | September 23 - 24, 2026
More information here.

Texas Section Society for Range Management Annual Meeting

Abilene, TX | October 20 - 22, 2026
More information here.

Love the Land - A Texas GLC Podcast

Did you know Texas GLC has a podcast? It's called Love the Land, and

you can find it wherever you get your podcasts.

If you have never listened to or subscribed to a podcast, they're like an on-
demand radio show. Here's a "how to" tutorial:

1.

2.

Download a podcast app on your phone. If you have an iPhone,
there is already one downloaded on your phone.

Open app. Use the search tool to find specific podcasts like "Love
the Land" or categories like "agriculture.”

. Listen to a single podcast or subscribe and get new episodes added

to your library any time they are released.

. Love the Land podcasts are 30-45 minutes.
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